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FOR THE LOVE OF GOD 
 Today we focus our attention on Mary, 
Joseph, and the child Jesus, and the role of family in 
our lives. All children are God’s creation and so, if 
you have children, you know that their upbringing is 
a huge responsibility, involving lots of hard work 
along with times of anxiety and distress as well as 
real moments of joy. You can easily relate to the 
story of Mary and Joseph and the frantic search for 
their missing child. You can understand the mixture 
of immense relief and annoyance when they find 
him after a long search. But maybe your family is 
not that ideal family most of us wish for, but is 
separated or divided by distance, disagreements, or 
divorce. Perhaps distance can be bridged by more 
letters, e-mails, phone calls, or visits; disagreements 
by sincere attempts to reconcile; and divorce—for 
all its pains and griefs—by learning to love again. 
Healing the hurts begins in love. There are also 
many people among us who are single or who 
cannot have children, and others who have few or no 
family ties left. The kind of love called agape by the 
early Christians, sometimes translated as “charity” in 
the scriptures, is a Greek word that expresses a love 
greater than family love or sexual love; it is the love 
that God has for us and wants us to share with the 
world around us. If we each become aware that God 
loves us as beloved children, we can spread that love 
to those who are unloved in our words, in our deeds, 
and in our attitude. Don’t wait, start now! 
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Living Stewardship Now  
 Visit a homebound senior, write to someone in prison, be 
a Big Brother or Big Sister, volunteer at a hospital, give blood. 

FAMILY IN CRISIS 
 Today's Gospel gives us the only real glimpse 
we have into the life of the Holy Family during the 
childhood of Jesus. Here we see a family in crisis. A 
son is lost and frantic parents search and search until 
they finally find him. We hear these words from the 
mother of Jesus: "Son, why have you done this to us? 
Your father and I 
have been looking 
for you with great 
anxiety" (Luke 
2:48). We can only 
imagine the distress 
felt by Mary and 
Joseph. Their love 
for their son 
brought them to 
their wits' end. Let 
us take the 
opportunity this 
day to ask the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph 
to intercede for us in times when our families 
experience anxiety and fear. 
(c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
FAMILIA EN CRISIS 
 El Evangelio de hoy nos ofrece la única 
verdadera ojeada a la vida de la Sagrada Familia 
durante la niñez de Jesús. Aquí vemos a una familia 

en crisis. El hijo se ha perdido 
y, frenéticos, los padres 
buscan y buscan hasta que al 
final lo encuentran. 
Escuchamos a la madre de 
Jesús decir: "Hijo mío, ¿por 
qué te has portado así con 
nosotros? Tu padre y yo te 
hemos estado buscando, 
llenos de angustia" (Lucas 
2:48). Apenas logramos 
imaginar la angustia que 

María y José sintieron. El amor por su hijo casi los 
saca de quicio. Aprovechemos esta oportunidad hoy 
para pedir a la Santísima Virgen María y a san José 
que intercedan por nosotros cuando nuestras familias 
estén pasando por ansiedades y temores.  
 
(c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Did You Know? 
 
Five Tips for Safeguarding Children 

The Archdiocese mandates that all people who work with 
children and youth in our parishes and schools must undergo 
child abuse prevention training through the VIRTUS program. 
The training details five steps to prevent child sexual abuse: 

1. Know the warning signs of an inappropriate relationship 

with a child. 
2. Control access to children by carefully selecting the adults 

who work with children and youth. 
3. Monitor all programs for the safety of children and youth. 
4. Be aware of and sensitive to what is going on in the lives of 

children. 
5. Communicate concerns to the appropriate person in 

authority. 
For more information, please call the Archdiocesan Safeguard 
the Children office: 213 637 7227. 
For particular help, you may call Assistance Ministry at 
(213) 637-7650. 
 
¿Sabe Usted? 
 
Cinco Consejos Para Que Proteja a Sus Hijos 
 
La Arquidiócesis asigna que por mandato, que toda la 
gente que trabaje con niños y jóvenes en nuestras 
parroquias y escuelas, debe participar en el 
entrenamiento de la prevención del abuso de menores 
por medio del programa VIRTUS. El entrenamiento 
detalla cinco pasos para prevenir el abuso sexual de 
menores: 
 
1. Sepa las señales de peligro de una relación 

inadecuada con un niño. 
2. Controle el acceso a los niños, cuidadosamente 

seleccione a los adultos que trabajan con ellos. 
3. Supervise todos los programas para la seguridad de 

los niños y jóvenes. 
4. Intérese y sea sensible a lo que está pasando en las 

vidas de los niños. 
5. Comunique inquietudes o preocupaciones a la 
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Thank you. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:5 -- 2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 
2:1-12 
 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 
  and Joseph 
Monday: The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday: St. Thomas Becket 
Thursday: St. Sylvester I; New Year's Eve 
Friday:  Octave of Christmas; New Year's  
  Day; The Blessed Virgin Mary,  
  Mother of God; World Day of Prayer 
  for Peace; First Friday 
Saturday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory  
  Nazianzen; First Saturday 

persona indicada en autoridad. 
Para obtener más información comuníquese a la Oficina 
Protegiendo a Los Niños al 213 637 7227. 
 
Para obtener ayuda, llame a la Oficina del Ministerio de 
Ayuda al (213) 637-7650. 
 

Visit www.archdiocese.la for more information on 
safeguarding our children. 
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